G7: Women 7 Alternative
Gender Declaration
August 23, 2019

G7 : Women 7 Alternative
Gender Declaration
G7 : Women
7 Alternative

Gender Declaration

Like Canada in 2018, France has made gender equality a core priority of its 2019 G7 Presidency. At the G7 Summit in
Biarritz on 24-26 August, the Women 7 (W7) counts on G7 leaders to take ambitious and concrete financial commitments for
gender equality, for feminist domestic and foreign policies.
The W7 believes that for this 2019 G7 to be truly feminist and transformative, certain conditions need to be met.
Firstly, every action and commitment taken by G7 leaders on gender equality must integrate a comprehensive feminist
approach. This entails ensuring that all commitments tackle harmful social norms and improve women’s access to basic
services, with a rights-based approach, including sexual and reproductive health and rights. This also means that the G7,
within all the steps leading to the G7 Summit in Biarritz and beyond, must ensure an effective participation of women and
girls, and of feminist associations and organisations in its consultations. Secondly, G7 leaders must ensure that all the
commitments they take for gender equality are adequately funded, monitored and tracked through the establishment of an
accountability framework, with clear timelines for implementation and outcome-oriented indicators for success. In this
context, the W7 calls on the G7 leaders to effectively increase financial resources for women’s and girls’ rights and for
feminist associations at home and abroad. A more detailed presentation of this approach can be found in the W7 global
recommendations for a truly feminist and transformative G7.
The present W7 Alternative Declaration lists the specific commitments and criteria that at a minimum must be included in
the “G7 gender declaration” and in other declarations in Biarritz, to ensure that G7 leaders will commit to concrete,
adequately funded and transformative actions on gender equality. The first part of this document looks at five initiatives that
will most likely be included by the G7 countries in their G7 declarations on gender equality and the second part presents two
key commitments and actions that are crucial to a truly feminist and transformative G7.
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Across the G7 ministerial meetings, G7 countries promoted different initiatives, and some of them are expected to be
included in the G7 gender declaration and other G7 declarations: 1. the Biarritz Partnership; 2. Nadia Murad’s and
Denis Mukwege’s fund for survivors and victims of sexual violence; 3. Increasing official development assistance
(ODA) for education in the Sahel; 4. the Affirmative Finance Action for Women in Africa (AFAWA) and Women
Entrepreneurs Finance Initiative (We-Fi) Initiatives1; 5. Bill and Melinda Gates foundation initiative on women’s
digital financial inclusion in Africa.
If the G7 leaders include these commitments within their final declarations, they must adopt a comprehensive
feminist approach and meet, at a minimum, the following criteria.
The Biarritz Partnership, elaborated by the Gender Equality Advisory Council (GEAC)
❏ Each G7 country must consult their national feminist organisations and associations throughout any legislative
change regarding women’s and girls’ rights. These associations should be particularly consulted for the adoption
and implementation of a new law but also for the abolition of discriminatory legislation and regulation.
❏ Each G7 country must commit to propose to its Parliament to adopt in the next year at least one of the laws
included in the Partnership, and explicitly indicate which law(s) of the Biarritz Partnership they plan to adopt,
committing to implement legislative measures that bring an added-value to the existing legislative framework in
terms of gender equality.
❏ Each G7 country must commit to secure funding for the effective implementation of the selected measures in their
domestic context.
❏ Each G7 country must commit to abolish discriminatory legislation and regulation within their own country.
❏ Collectively G7 countries must adopt an accountability framework, as recommended by the GEAC in their newly
published report, with a specific timeline including steps towards implementation and indicators for success, and
commit to report on the progress of such implementation at the Beijing +25 Generation Equality Forum, taking
place in Paris in July 2020.
❏ Each G7 country must commit to encourage other countries beyond the G7 to adopt new progressive laws on
gender equality.
❏ G7 countries must commit to ratify and implement existing international conventions on women’s and girls’ rights
(Istanbul Convention, CEDAW, Maputo Protocol, etc), and to double efforts to ensure the implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030.
Nadia Murad's and Denis Mukwege's fund for survivors and victims of sexual violence, Foreign affairs ministerial
meeting outcome
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AFAWA is an African Development Bank’s initiative and We-Fi is a World Bank’s initiative

G7 : Women 7 Alternative Gender Declaration
G7 : Women 7 Alternative Gender Declaration
Each G7 country must recognise the importance of supporting survivors and victims of sexual violence by
Each
G7 country
must recognise
importance
of supporting
survivors
andsuch
victims
of sexual
violence by
providing
them protection,
specific the
assistance
and access
to fundamental
rights
as sexual
and reproductive
providing
health and them
rights.protection, specific assistance and access to fundamental rights such as sexual and reproductive
andcountry
rights. must commit to support survivors and victims of sexual violence in conflict and commit to secure
❏ health
Each G7
❏ Each
G7for
country
must Murad's
commit and
to support
and
victims
sexual
in conflictfrom
and commit
to secure
funding
the Nadia
Denis survivors
Mukwege's
fund.
The of
W7
calls violence
for a commitment
the G7 countries
funding
for
the
Nadia
Murad's
and
Denis
Mukwege's
fund.
The
W7
calls
for
a
commitment
from
the
G7
countries
and the European Union of at least 8 million USD in total. This amount has been calculated based on the
and
the European
Union
of attoleast
8 million
USD USD
in total.
hasfund.
been calculated based on the
commitment
made by
Germany
contribute
1 million
(EURThis
900amount
000) to the
commitment made by Germany to contribute 1 million USD (EUR 900 000) to the fund.
Official development assistance (ODA) for education in the Sahel, Joint education and development ministerial meeting
Official
outcome development assistance (ODA) for education in the Sahel, Joint education and development ministerial meeting
outcome
❏ Each G7 country must commit to increase their Official Development Assistance (ODA) for education in the
❏ Each
countrythe
must
commit
their Official
Development Assistance
(ODA)
Sahel,G7
including
“Gender
at to
theincrease
center” initiative
for gender-responsive
education
plans.for
Theeducation
W7 callsinforthea
Sahel,
including
the
“Gender
at
the
center”
initiative
for
gender-responsive
education
plans.
The
W7 calls fortoa
total commitment of at least 102 million USD, which corresponds to doubling the present ODA commitment
total
commitment
of at leastThis
102investment
million USD,
which
corresponds
to doubling
present
ODA
commitment
to
education
by G7 countries.
should
focus
on the provision
of freethe
basic
quality
gender
responsive
education
bySahel
G7 countries.
education in
countries.This investment should focus on the provision of free basic quality gender responsive
in Sahelmust
countries.
❏ education
Each G7 country
commit to meet the internationally recognised targets of 15% of total ODA and at least 4%
❏ Each
G7 countryaid
must
commit
to meet
the internationally recognised targets of 15% of total ODA and at least 4%
of humanitarian
to the
education
sector.
of humanitarian aid to the education sector.
Support to initiatives on women’s economic empowerment, such as:
Support
initiativesFinance
on women’s
economic
empowerment,
such as:and Women Entrepreneurs Finance Initiative (We-Fi)
Affirmative
Action
for Women
in Africa (AFAWA)
● to
● Affirmative
Finance
Action
for
Women
in
Africa
(AFAWA)
and Women Entrepreneurs Finance Initiative (We-Fi)
Initiatives, Gender equality ministerial meeting outcome
GenderGates
equality
ministerial
meeting
● Initiatives,
Bill and Melinda
foundation
initiative
onoutcome
women’s digital financial inclusion in Africa, Finance ministerial
● Bill
and outcome
Melinda Gates foundation initiative on women’s digital financial inclusion in Africa, Finance ministerial
meeting
meeting outcome
❏ Each G7 country must commit to support initiatives on women’s economic empowerment which embrace
❏ Each
G7 country
mustequality
commitand
to support
support women’s
initiativesand
on girls’
women’s
comprehensive
gender
accesseconomic
to rights,empowerment
resources and which
agency,embrace
with a
comprehensive
gender
equality
and
support
women’s
and
girls’
access
to
rights,
resources
and
agency,
with a
particular and explicit attention to:
particular
and explicittheir
attention
to:
❏ enhancing
decision-making
power in households and markets;
❏ enhancing
decision-making
power
in households
and markets;
promoting their
and protecting
their rights
to property,
identity;
❏
and protecting
rights
property,
❏ promoting
removing those
structural their
barriers
thattoinhibit
theiridentity;
ability to seek work, enter markets and earn equal pay
❏ removing
those including
structural discriminatory
barriers that inhibit
their ability
to seek
enter markets and earn equal pay
for equal work,
regulations,
policies
and work,
legislation
equal work,
discriminatory
policies
and legislation
❏ Each G7 for
country
must including
take ambitious
financialregulations,
commitments
to support
initiatives on women’s economic
❏ Each
G7 country must take ambitious financial commitments to support initiatives on women’s economic
empowerment.
empowerment.
❏ Each G7 country must indicate specific ambitious funding for the initiatives that have been discussed throughout
❏ Each
G7and
country
must
indicate to
specific
ambitious
funding for the initiatives that have been discussed throughout
this G7,
set clear
indicators
track funding
implementation.
this G7, and set clear indicators to track funding implementation.
However, this is not enough.
However, this is not enough.
As stressed by the W7 global recommendations, G7 leaders must scale up ambition for gender equality by prioritising
As
by thewithout
W7 global
recommendations,
G7 leadersfor
must
scaleequality
up ambition
forbegender
equality
by funding
prioritising
twostressed
key actions,
which
all political commitments
gender
would
vain: 1.
Increase
for
two
key
actions,
without
which
all
political
commitments
for
gender
equality
would
be
vain:
1.
Increase
funding
for
women’s and girls’ rights and for feminist associations globally, within G7 countries and in the Global South; 2. Cowomen’s
girls’ and
rights
and for
feminist
globally, within
G7 countries
and in the Global South; 2. Coconstruct and
domestic
foreign
policies
withassociations
feminist associations
and feminist
activists.
construct
and foreign
policies with
feministto
associations
and feminist
activists.
In order todomestic
demonstrate
their willingness
to commit
these two actions,
in their
G7 declarations G7 leaders must, at
In
order to demonstrate
their willingness
a minimum,
meet the following
criteria. to commit to these two actions, in their G7 declarations G7 leaders must, at
a minimum, meet the following criteria.
1. Increase funding for women’s and girls’ rights and for feminist associations globally, within G7 countries and in
1.
funding for women’s and girls’ rights and for feminist associations globally, within G7 countries and in
theIncrease
Global South
the Global South
Increase investments in feminist domestic and foreign policies and programmes:
Increase
in feminist
anddevelop
foreignfeminist
policies domestic
and programmes:
❏ investments
Each G7 country
mustdomestic
commit to
and foreign policies which prioritise gender equality
G7 country
must commit
developand
feminist
domestic
and foreign policies
whichgroups;
prioritise
gender
equality
❏ Each
and enshrine
the human
rights oftowomen
girls and
other traditionally
marginalised
allocate
significant
and
enshrine
the human
ofand
women
girls their
and other
traditionallytomarginalised
groups;and
allocate
significant
resources
to achieve
thatrights
vision;
seekand
through
implementation
disrupt patriarchal
male-dominated
resources
to achieve
that all
vision;
andofseek
throughPolicies
their implementation
to disrupt
patriarchal
andfeminist
male-dominated
power structures
across
levers
influence.
must be informed
by the
voices of
activists,
power
across all levers of influence. Policies must be informed by the voices of feminist activists,
groups structures
and movements.
groups
movements.
❏ andFeminist
foreign policies must explicitly include aid, trade, defense and diplomacy in their scope, and
❏ Feminist
policiestomust
explicitly
trade, defense
and diplomacy
in theirSpecifically,
scope, and
G7 leadersforeign
must commit
increase
genderinclude
officialaid,
development
assistance
(ODA) overall.
G7 leaders must
to increase
development
Specifically,
must commit
ensure that
at leastgender
85% ofofficial
the entirety
of theirassistance
ODA, in (ODA)
terms ofoverall.
volume,
integrates
G7
leaders
ensure or
thatmain
at least
85% of
entirety
of their
ODA,20%
in terms
of volume,
integrates
gender
as amust
significant
objective
bythe
2025,
of which
at least
dedicated
to projects
with
gender as a significant or main objective by 2025, of which at least 20% dedicated to projects with

!

!

❏
❏

G7 : Women 7 Alternative Gender Declaration

❏

gender equality as their main objective. G7 countries must commit themselves to ensure that 100% of
their ODA is reviewed according to the OECD Gender Equality Policy Marker.
Feminist domestic policies should include a significant increase of national budgets for women’s and
girls’ rights within G7 countries.

Increase funding for feminist associations at home and abroad:
❏ Each G7 country must commit to a significant increase of the grants allocated to feminist associations working
within G7 countries and abroad. These grants must also cover their operational and functional costs, which are
essential to ensure the sustainability and the strengthening of feminist associations.
❏ At international level, a new specific initiative (a specific fund for instance) led by all G7 countries to implement
actions to reinforce women’s and girls’ rights in the countries of the Global South and to support local feminist
associations, projects that qualify for a score 2 according to the OECD Gender Equality Policy Marker, must be
created. This initiative may draw on France’s financial commitment of 135 million USD (EUR 120 million) for
gender equality, and be matched by all G7 countries multi-annually. The W7 calls on G7 leaders to collectively
invest at least 1 billion in this fund.
❏ Each G7 country must ensure that any initiative and fund for women’s rights’ have a feminist governance, for
example by ensuring the participation of women and girls from diverse backgrounds within the development
agencies’ committees in charge of selecting projects, from design phase to implementation phase, including
monitoring and evaluation. These governance structures may also include civil society representatives and
representatives from relevant ministries.
❏ At home and abroad, each G7 country must establish clear tracking mechanisms to ensure these measures reach
and support the work of local feminist organisations, including small structures that most often do not have access
to stable human and financial resources, in particular the ones led by the most marginalised groups and that work
to defend their rights.
2. Co-construct domestic and foreign policies with feminist associations and feminist activists:
❏
❏

Each G7 country must commit to ensure a full and effective participation of women and girls, of feminist
advocates and associations in decision-making and in policy-making at local, national and international levels
Each G7 country must recognise women’s diversity, giving equal voice to each one of them, in particular the ones
facing multiple discrimination and whose needs are the most neglected, in order to identify priorities within
national contexts.

About the W7
The W7 (Women 7) brings together feminist organisations from G7 countries and around the world. Its main mission is to
ensure that G7 countries make both financial and political commitments, in 2019 and beyond, that will have a tangible and
lasting impact on the lives of women and girls around the world. For more information: https://www.feministscount.org/en/
W7 recommendations
Towards a truly feminist and transformative G7. General recommendations of the W7
W7 financial recommendations for the G7 leaders
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Press contacts
● Louis Guinamard – louis.guinamard@equipop.org
● Camille Nozières - nozieres@carefrance.org

@women7official

Time passes by, inequalities remain.
Le temps passe, les inégalités persistent.

